SPONGY MOTH
INVASIVE SPECIES

DEAR RESIDENTS,
You may have an infestation of Spongy Moths in your
tree or may see them around your community. If you
follow the information below and share it with others,
you can help beautiful trees fend off these invasive
moths. They prefer oak, maple and other hardwoods
and will also feed upon pine, spruce and hemlock.

IMPACTS OF THE SPONGY MOTH
• Defoliates and kills large amounts
of trees, affecting the many benefits
provided by trees.
• Economic impacts affect all
forest users.
• Caterpillars may chew small holes
in leaves or completely strip a
canopy, depending on age and
population levels.

HOW TO IDENTIFY SPONGY MOTHS
• Four development stages: egg, caterpillar, pupa and moth.
• Caterpillars are 5-6 centimetres long with five pairs of blue
dots and six pairs of bright red dots along their back.
• Female moths are white with dark markings and cannot fly.
• Male moths are brown and can fly.
• Females are larger than males with a 5 cm wing span,
males only span 2.5 centimetres.
• Egg masses are about 4 cm long, tan colored, and can be
found on tree trunks, furniture, buildings, etc.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
• Learn how to identify Spongy Moths during various life stages.
• Egg masses can be easily controlled by removing and soaking
with soap and water mixture.
• During the caterpillar stage, a band of either burlap or other cloth
wrapped around the trunk and turned over at the top will provide a
place for caterpillars to hide during the heat of the day. Check these
bands regularly and scrape caterpillars into a container of soapy water.
• Keep your trees healthy and better able to ward off attacks. In urban
areas, water trees during dry spells and protect their root zone. In
natural areas, good forestry practices will ensure healthier trees that
are better able to withstand stresses such as defoliation.

CURRENT STAGE: EMERGING FROM
EGG MASSES
The moths will be emerging form their
tan coloured egg masses in spring as
the trees begin to leaf out. They will
make their way to them and begin to
feed until around July.

